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Safe Passage – Spring 2006 Newsletter

Group Service Trips- 
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Use your vacation to make a difference
Nearly three years ago we received our first service team of volunteers in 
Guatemala. Since then we have been inspired by the numerous service groups, which have included: high school youth groups, church groups, Rotary Clubs, sports clubs and community groups. They have come to Guatemala from around the US, Canada and Europe eager to support our efforts! Whether chopping mounds of carrots for our children’s lunches, building furniture for the new early intervention program, or by teaching a skill, such as lacrosse, each group is making a difference in our children’s lives!  Service teams, which are made up of 10-15 people, typically volunteer for 7-10 days. The participants have an opportunity to work directly with the children and to gain an understanding of the integrated services which Safe Passage provides. They are also able to explore some of the cultural activities and sites in Guatemala.  Jane Hurd, a recent group participant from Boothbay, ME expressed "We were protected and taken care of as a group, the way Safe Passage takes care of its children. We felt like arms were wrapped around us; it's understandable why the children feel so safe."   If you are interested in learning more about our service trips and how you can participate please contact our Maine office or caminoseguroteams@yahoo.com.
Computer Program Underway
We are pleased to announce that a computer program is now up and running at Safe passage! USAID and The United Way, here in Guatemala, have generously donated thirteen new computers.  Our sixth through ninth graders are thrilled to be learning basic computer skills and programs. The computer training lab will not only provide academic support, but it will also enable the students to develop some highly marketable skills.  Tomas Cedillo, a seventh grade student, grinned ear to ear after successfully printing off his homework and proudly proclaimed, “This is the first typed homework I have ever done!”  

Literacy Program
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This year, thirty mothers and grandmothers, ranging in age from nineteen to seventy four years old, are learning to read and to write! The classes are taught by a local Guatemalan teacher, and by a long term volunteer. Both are passionate and committed teachers who have developed close working relationships with their students. One outstanding example of the success of the program is in the progress Doña Etelvina Perez has made. At seventy four years of age, she had never attended school. After only five months in the program, she is now able to read and write her name, recognizes certain letters in the alphabet, and can do basic addition and subtraction. Many other students with only one or two years of primary education are now reading and writing at a third grade and fourth grade level! They are positive role models for their children and grandchildren, as they show them that with hard work and determination, their goals and dreams can be reached at any age!

A Note from the Director

In January, we successfully sent 528 children to school! Many of the children are the first in their families to receive an education. Your generous donations of backpacks, school supplies, and financial contributions, made this possible. We are all extremely proud of the children’s hard work and determination. Your ongoing support is greatly needed and appreciated, as we continue to work to provide successful educational opportunities for some of Guatemala’s poorest children.  
Thank you

Hanley Denning
Founding Director, Safe Passage
Payment Card 

Yes! I want to bring hope to children
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____ I want to be a Guiding Sponsor and share support of a child ($25US per month) 
____ I want to be a Lead Sponsor of a child ($50US per month) 

____ I want to be a Teen Sponsor ($75US per month)

____ I want to be a Residential Care Sponsor ($150US per month)

____ I want to be a Teacher Sponsor ($100US per month)
____ I want to be a Program Sponsor.  Count on my monthly donation of $_____________

____ I want to make a one time donation of $_____________

My Payment plan will be: 

____ $_______ monthly
____ $_______ quarterly
____ $_______ annually
____ A check is enclosed (US Only)

____ Please send me information about automatic withdrawal from my bank account (US Only)
____ Please bill the below credit card (World-wide)
____VISA ____ MasterCard   ____ American Express

Card # ______________________________________________________ Expires: __________ 
Name as it appears on card:  _____________________________________________________
Signature:________________________________________________   Date: _______________
If you live outside the US and would like to contribute, please email us at safepassage@maine.rr.com for options


Your Personal Contact Information:
Name: 
_________________________________________________________________________
Address:
_________________________________________________________________________

City:
______________________ State: _________________ Postal Code: _______________ 
County: 
________________________________ Phone: _________________________________

E-mail: 
__________________________________________________
____ Please note change of address, phone or e-mail 
____ Please remove me from the mailing list 

Thank you for making our work with these children possible!
Please mail this form to: Safe Passage, PO Box 663, Yarmouth Maine 04096

Or you may email this form to:  safepassage@maine.rr.com
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