[image: image1.emf] 

Safe Passage – Winter 2006 Newsletter
[image: image2.jpg]












It is with great pride









        that we move toward 








       



        our seventh school year!  

The 15th of January, 2007 will be a momentous day, as our 
children dress in their crisp new uniforms, outfitted with their own backpack, school supplies and books, and march across garbage strewn paths to school. Today,   Safe Passage is challenged by growing program obligations to nurture the lives of children who have passed through our arches.  We depend on your 

 commitment as sponsors, donors and volunteers to make the dream of an education a reality for our children at the city dump. To fund back to school expenses for January alone will cost more than $50,000 (encompassing school enrollment fees, uniforms, text books and supplies) and 
 that is in addition to our normal program operating 

expenses.  Fortunately, thanks to you - a remarkable community of supporters - this is a path that we have never had to walk alone.

At this time of the year, during our annual appeal, we must turn to our friends and supporters to ask you to consider stepping up your level of financial support.  This is a reality we cannot escape if we are going to help the children at Safe Passage break free from the desperate situations to which they would otherwise be condemned.   Attached to this newsletter is a year’s end pledge form and mailing envelope, offering you the chance to join in as sponsors (Safe Passage Partner, Academic Partner, Classroom Partner) or to make a one-time donation or pledge of stock or other securities.  We are also able to accept pledges and gifts online via a secure server. In the spirit of our common vision I want to seek your ongoing participation throughout 2007, another year of making a difference for our children and their families, and share some newsworthy milestones.
In the six years since our founding we have managed to send over 550 children to school!  Many are the first in their families to ever attend school.  We now have over 35 children enrolled in Junior High and High School.  This is a remarkable achievement in a country where many people do not go to school beyond the 3rd grade!  Safe Passage continues to grow our circle of stakeholders, and in recent months we have welcomed four new members to our dedicated Board of Directors and dozens of volunteers to service in Guatemala.  Around the U.S. and the world, supporters who have been touched by Safe Passage have hosted innovative events such as Unmasking the Truth (Maine) and La Fiesta (Michigan), benefits that combine public outreach and auctioning of Guatemalan masks and other crafts.  Our ongoing quest to spread the word about Safe Passage has made a giant step forward with the launch of our completely redesigned website.  We encourage you to visit our new site and to share the website address www.safepassage.org with family, friends, colleagues and others who might be inspired to lend a helping hand.

The story of Amparo, a 12 year old girl who has been with Safe Passage for three years, helps remind us why our continued efforts are so needed.  The death of Amparo’s mother five years ago from asthma left her in the care of her 82 year old grandfather.  She and her grandfather travel each day to the program where she attends school while her grandfather scavenges in the garbage dump. This past month their small home caught fire and they lost everything.  Safe Passage constructed a new home and replaced their lost belongings, but, most importantly we provided Amparo and her grandfather the hope they so desperately needed after such a devastating loss. 
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Despite the struggles Amparo has faced, she continues to attend school with a bright smile and eagerness to learn. Amparo is going to be entering third grade in January!  

We appreciate your willingness to make a difference this year to the many children 

like Amparo who depend on all of us to make their dreams of an education come true!
THANK YOU for making a difference this Holiday Season!

Hanley Denning

Founding Director

Reflections from Rosalia Magdalena: 

First Safe Passage student to attend Canadiense

Rosalia Magdelana, a 16 year old girl who lives with her mother and three siblings, Hector (14), Claudia (12) and Mynor (9), will be entering Canadiense, an all girls private school which she will be able to attend due to her academic achievements. Rosalia and her siblings are the first in their family to attend school! She told one of our local social workers “my mother never went to school. She doesn’t know how to write or read, but she has always made a big effort in order to send me and my siblings to school. This year I finished the 6th grade and next year I will enter junior high school.  My average grade was an 87 and I earned this grade with [Safe Passage’s] help! This year, one of my sibling's sponsors came to visit and we talked about school and the opportunity I have to continue attending a private school. I hope to become a Bilingual Secretary. I am very thankful 

I have the opportunity to go to Canadiense - it is my first time going to a private school!” 

Earning the acceptance into Canadiense marks a critical step for Rosalia and Safe Passage. Throughout Guatemala there is enormous pressure for girls to work and support their families and participate in domestic chores. Rosalia’s determination to go on to higher education in order to become a Bilingual Secretary exemplifies Safe Passage’s goals. Safe Passage is committed to empowering teenage girls through education and vocational training and to providing them with the same opportunities that are offered to our boys. We are extremely proud of Rosalia for her determination and accomplishments! 

Metal Workshop
Con McCarthy, a long term volunteer from Ireland, first volunteered with Safe Passage in July and August of 2005, along with his wife Maria. At that time, Con worked in Safe Passage’s carpentry program. He soon realized how many of the children enjoyed working with their hands and also how many small workshops there are in the city producing metalwork for doors, windows, and balconies, as well as other decorative items. Con suggested that Safe Passage start a metal working class to train the children in this vocation. Hanley agreed to providing space if Con could raise the funds for a teacher, tools and all the equipment and materials needed. This past April, Con and Maria returned to Guatemala, this time for six months, and with the needed funds to launch the metal workshop!  

Prior to coming to Guatemala, Con had worked at the European Space Agency for 25 years and had most recently been instrumental in launching a European spacecraft to Venus. This was certainly great preparation for launching the metal workshop at Safe Passage! Con expressed “I believe that many of our current students in the workshop will either get jobs working in local workshops or perhaps even start their own businesses producing metalwork for the local market.” Con and Maria are scheduled to return to Guatemala next Spring when he intends to further enhance the workshop, and to include more technical and computer aided drawing. He also is planning to organize visits by local business owners so that they can see what Safe Passage’s students can do and perhaps offer future employment opportunities to them. Maria has her own goals. She hopes to start a farming and gardening program for the kids living at our residential home. She has already made a vegetable patch on a small plot of land behind the residential home where the kids are growing a lot of vegetables! Con and Maria’s dedication to making a difference will be felt for years to come as the children acquire practical skills which promote their self sufficiency.

Wheelock: a week as Visiting Scholars begins partnership 

with Safe Passage

We are proud to announce that Hanley was invited to visit Wheelock College October 10th-15th as part of Wheelock’s 
Visiting Scholars Program. Hanley received her Masters degree in early childhood Education from Wheelock. Hanley was accompanied on the trip by Rachel Meyn, a former long-term volunteer with Safe Passage who currently coordinates presentations, events and sponsorship, and by current Board member Deborah Walters. During their visit, Hanley and Rachel spoke with students from the Education, Human Development, and Social Work departments about Safe Passage, and promoted volunteer opportunities. Safe Passage and Wheelock share a commitment to improving the lives of children and families and  together made a decision to honor an ongoing partnership in support for each other’s work. As part of the initial partnership, signed by Hanley and Wheelock 
President Jackie Jenkins-Scott, Wheelock agreed to explore 
possibilities for sending students and faculty to Guatemala to offer skill-building development workshops to our local teachers and to serve as volunteers. 

To learn more go to: http://www.wheelock.edu/news/news.asp?Actionvar=updatenews&Recid=39
Did You Know?

~Safe Passage will receive twelve service teams between November, 2006 and April, 2007 which will equal 150 volunteers!
~This month we have volunteers from: Austria, Belgium, Cambodia, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany, Guatemala,    Holland, Ireland, South Korea, Sweden, United Kingdom and USA!
~In January ten Safe Passage students will enter “Diversificado” or high school! This is when the students choose a focus area to study for their future employment!
~This past school year thirteen Safe Passage children were recognized for being at the top of their class at their public school,      receiving an average grade of 90 throughout the year!
~This month three mothers will be graduating sixth grade - certified by ConAlfa - through our Adult Literacy Program!
Ways You Can Help
We are often asked how individuals and corporations can help us achieve our goal of providing life-changing education to over 550 children from the Guatemala City dump.  There are many ways to participate in our efforts!  Every gift is appreciated and goes a long way toward our goal of making a difference through education for Guatemala’s poorest children.

Consider making a one time donation this year as part of your annual giving to support one of our most important back to school expenses. As we prepare to send our 550 children back to school... your generous donation of:

~~$10,000 will purchase the uniforms required by the public schools

~~$8,000 will purchase the required text books for the children in elementary through high school

~~$7,000 will purchase black and brown leather school shoes and gym shoes for each child, both of which are required by the local

     public schools   

~~$5,000 will cover the school enrollment fees

Or consider providing stability and sustainability for Safe Passage programs as a Safe Passage Partner for the suggested amount of $50 per month. Your ongoing contributions support general program needs that will enable us to provide the full and integrated services that we feel each child needs to thrive, including: vocational training, nutritional support, medical attention, and residential care. Partners commit to an ongoing monthly pledge for at least 12 months;

Or sponsor an entire classroom as a Classroom Partner for $100 per month. Your support as a classroom sponsor will provide the students with the materials needed for their educational reinforcement and special activities, as well as providing our teachers with ongoing training and skill development. You will have the opportunity to correspond with your classroom and to touch the lives of many students;

Or please consider offering academic support to Safe Passage students such as Rosalia Magdelena as an Academic Partner for $75 per month. Your support will pay for tuition, uniforms, and school supplies for the children who have earned the opportunity to attend private schools in Guatemala City, based on academic merit. These schools provide strong academic and vocational preparation.
Please visit our completely redesigned website at www.safepassage.org.  There you will find lots of new and exciting information, including ways you can help on the Donate Now page.
THANK YOU!
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To reduce the size of this file for emailing, we have removed the remainder of the photos – to download a copy of the newsletter with all the wonderful photos, please visit our newly redesigned website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.safepassage.org" ��www.safepassage.org�.  Go to the “About Us” page and select the “Newsletters” link and you will find both a Word & PDF version of all our newsletters.
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